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Stoke St Mary Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of Stoke St Mary Parish Council held on Thursday 19th September 

2024, at Stoke St Mary Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Public Session 
A member of the public (MOP) introduced himself as the new representative of the Half Moon Inn, and outlined the 
plans ahead for the pub.  SSMPC will include the Half Moon on the new website. The MOP then left the meeting. 
 
24.37 Attendance and Apologies 

Councillors Present: Cllr Colin Fisher (Chair), Cllr Dan Fallance, Cllr Patricia Fallance (Vice Chair), 
Cllr Rob Hossell, Cllr Tania Watt, Cllr Graeme Watt, 

In attendance:   Cllr Sarah Wakefield, Somerset Council (SC) 
Apologies:   Sarah Fisher (Clerk) 
There was one member of public (MOP) present for the Public Session 

 
24.38 Declarations of Interest – none 
 
An update from Cllr Sarah Wakefield, SC, was received:  
a) Govt have announced that proposed A358 upgrade has been ‘paused’, not scrapped. SC are still pushing for a 
bypass for Henlade. 
b) Henlade now has a representative on the Ruishton Parish Council 
c) The ex Taunton Deane garden nursery was earmarked for disposal but was not a high priority and no decision had 
been taken. Mike Rigby is now in charge of Assets and Economic Development 
d) Local Development Order (LDO) has been ‘updated’ but not changed. A road to Nexus 25 from Haydon Bridge 
would help relieve traffic congestion. 
e) Cllr Sarah Wakefield will investigate whether the 100% reduction for small business rate relief will continue. 
 
24.39 Minutes of Last Meeting 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 18th July 2024 were circulated in advance of the meeting and were 
approved and signed by the Chair. 

 
24.40 Finance 
 a) Balances (as at 12/09/2024): 
 Current A/c: £3,352.08 
 Deposit A/c: £46,055.26 
 Cllr Tania Watt confirmed these balances as correct. 
 
 b) Expenditure approval:    £ 
 i)   Parsons Landscapes (17543 & 17616)   296.94 
 ii)  Somerset Assn Local Clerks Affiliation   147.77 
 iii)  Clerk expense; Sainsburys, present for Internal 
      Auditor        28.00 
 iv)  PKF – external audit fee (from play area budget) 252.00 
 v.   SSM Village hall – hall hire      28.00  
 vi)  ROSPA – play area inspection (paid)     98.40 
 vii) Parsons Landscapes – additional turfing play area  418.00  
 viii)Purchase of traffic cones (from approved ‘volunteer’ 
      spend of £500, Min. no. 24.32)     95.75 
 ALL ABOVE EXPENDITURE WAS APPROVED 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………..  (Chair)    Date: ……………………………….. 
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24.41 Clerk’s report/action list from previous meeting (update provided by Chair) 
a) Litter bin opposite village hall has been replaced by SC, it is a reused bin and repainting it may go on the 
list of tasks for volunteers 
b) New Standing Orders – the National model document is about to be revised, so it was agreed that a 
revision of SSMPC Standing Orders will wait to include new amendments as applicable. 
c) An informal complaint has been made to the Clerk about dog faeces in the village following the exercising 
of foxhounds. The PC believe working dogs are exempt from dog fouling legislation. 
Post meeting note – exemptions from dog fouling legislation exist for guide dogs and working dogs – sheep 
dogs, Armed Forces dogs, Police dogs and security dogs when they are at work. Faeces from other dogs 
should be cleared up.  

 
24.42 Website 
 Cllr Dan Fallance volunteered to investigate archiving the old website, once the new site is live. 
 Post meeting note:  the website is now fully live 
 
24.43  External Auditor Report and Certificate 
 External Auditor Report and certificate for 23/24 AGAR, with no issues, was received and noted. 
 
24.44 Burial Grant 
 SC will no longer be providing a Burial Grant to SSMPC. Agreed SSMPC will continue to pay £300 annually to 

the church in support of St Mary’s church yard – to be recorded against cost of devolution budget. 
 
24.45  Donation for play park opening/Harvest Lunch 

A donation of £30 to support the opening of Phase 1 of the play area refurbishment, to be held in 
conjunction with the Harvest Festival Lunch, was approved (to come from Play Area budget). 

 
24.46 Taunton Garden Town Advisory Board 

Chair was recently invited to the Board as a representative of SSM, and attended last meeting to re-
emphasise that the Taunton boundary was the M5. 

 
24.47 Shoreditch 30mph/SIDS 

Meeting has been held on site with Kate Brown from SC, who is supportive of proposed change extending 
the 30mph speed limit, but SSM PC would have to pay for signage etc. However, during a walk around, it was 
noted that several existing signs are in the wrong place and road markings have been obliterated with 
tarmac, so we expect SC to correct this. The need for a reduction in the speed limit has been reinforced by a 
recent car crash, where a car ended up embedded in a house wall. 

 
24.48 Risk Review and Strategy 

Cllr Graeme Watt facilitated a review of the Risk Register with a presentation; the revised Register and 
Strategy were approved with amendments – to add weather risk to risk register, and to amend volunteer risk 
assessment tool to ensure weather risk is considered.  
Actions on Chair:  i) to review arrangements for paper records 

    ii) to share the process with the Local Community Network (LCN). 
 
24.49  Volunteer Policy 

 Cllr Graeme Watt presented the new Volunteer Policy, which was approved. It will be updated as it is used. 
Action on Chair:  i)  to share the process with the Local Community Network (LCN). 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………..  (Chair)    Date: ……………………………….. 
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24.50 To receive reports from Parish Council Portfolios 
A358/Taylor Wimpey/Nexus/Local Plan – See Cllr Wakefield’s update above 
LCNs – see Cllr Wakefield’s update above 
Rights of Way – Cllr Graeme Watt reported that the hedges on the footpath between the top of Watery Lane 
and Cherry Grove have been trimmed and the footpath is useable. 
Traffic and Highways – Cllr Graeme Watt attended a Transport Environment and Conservation LCN meeting 
of Local Parish Councils. Small councils may get together to share the hire of mechanical tools to perform 
tasks previously covered by SC, and share use of a contractor to minimise wastage. 
Village hall/Police – Cllr Dan Fallance to raise concerns regarding apparent inaction on incidents of theft with 
MP Gideon Amos, SC Councillors and Clare Moody, the Avon and Somerset Police and Crime Commissioner. 
Play Area Project – Cllr Tania Watt reported that the new play tower and accessibility swing set are currently 
being installed, to be officially opened with the Harvest Festival lunch on 12 October 2024. Spend of up to 
£90 against the Play Area budget was approved for planting.    The PC reiterated support for the revised play 
area design and thanked Cllr Tania Watt for her active management of the project. 
Play Area Maintenance – Cllr Dan Fallance and Cllr Tania Watt are working through the minor issues raised in 
the recent ROSPA report. Some required maintenance projects may be performed as Volunteer activity. 
Volunteer activity – Cllr Graeme Watt reported that the first task, hedge trimming, has been completed 
successfully and drain clearance work is being planned. 

 
24.51 Planning 

Planning Application nos. 37/24/0008, 37/24/0009 and 37/24/0010/LB have all been approved. 
Planning Application 37/23/0009 at Cherry Grove, submitted in August 2023, is still awaiting a decision from 
SC Planning. Cllr Sarah Wakefield to investigate. 
Chair and Cllr Hossell to prepare a submission for the Inspector re Brookfield Nursery. 

 
24.52 Planning Enforcement 

Cllr Rob Hossell reported he is no longer seeing applicable data on planning enforcements. Cllr Sarah 
Wakefield advised there are 2 planning enforcement officers for old Somerset West and Taunton area in SC; 
she will investigate. 

 
Cllr Wakefield left the meeting at 21.30 hrs. 
 
24.53 Clerk’s annual appraisal 

Cllr Tania Watt will be solely responsible for the Clerk’s annual appraisal. 
 
24.54 Clerks Hours 

Nothing to report 
 
24.57 Date of next meeting: 

Thursday 21 November 2024 at 7.30pm 
The meeting closed at 21.38pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………..(Chair)   Date……………………………………. 


